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Key Mistakes

• Acquiescing in calling the election
• Cancel Brexit without referendum
• Suggesting Jo Swinson might become PM
• Lack of broader policy platform/vision 
• Poor constituency targeting



A Year of Brexit
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Some Simple Arithmetic
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Westminster Vote of Leavers
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Westminster Vote of Remainers
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Swinson’s Wish
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Pulling Power
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More or Less Likely To Vote Lib 
Dem?
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A Diminishing Asset?
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Another Perspective
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Did It Make A Difference? - 1
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Did It Make A Difference? - 2
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Swinson’s Trajectory
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Lack of Pulling Power
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Trust To Make Right Brexit 
Decisions

30

24 23

14

36

42

57

9
6

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

Johnson Corbyn Swinson

% great deal/quite a lot

All Remain Leave

Source: NatCen Panel Nov/Dec 2019



Is it a Lib Dem Policy?
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Average Policy Recognition
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How Defectors Fared
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The Bottom 10
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A Steeper Slope
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Reviewing The Review

• Calling the election was a very big gamble
• The Revoke policy was ineffective rather than a 

vote loser
• Swinson proved no more convincing than Corbyn
• The party did fail to get its broader platform across 

– but such a platform unlikely to win over Leavers
• New constituency hopes were not fulfilled – but 

many an old flame died too. The party’s electoral 
base has been changed by Brexit.


