disparate walks of life, comprising various
professional sub-cultures, exuding political
fervour, displaying mainly well-mannered
disagreements alongside bridge-building, and
aquasi-formal conviviality in very comfort-
able surroundings. Yet that elite association
of individuals, crucially sporting democratic
and altruistic instincts, was gifted with the
capacity to generate an extraordinary social
and culturalimpact on a scale far beyond its
numbers, aligned with the broader progres-
sivevanguard from which it drew nourish-
mentand intowhichitinjected urgency and
imagination.
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Letters to the Editor

Asquith

| enjoyed Radio 4's recent dramatisation of Robert
Harris's latest novel, Precipice.

The actor reading out the book gave Asquith a con-
ventional ‘received pronunciation’ accent. How-
ever, I'd always been under the impression that he
had a very slight Yorkshire accent, but perhaps I'm
wrong? (Similarly, I'd been given to understand that

Gladstone had a slight Liverpool accent - but again,
perhaps I'm wrong.) Can anyone advise?

Incidentally, Asquith’s Wikipedia page has an audi-
oclip of him supposedly delivering his Budget
speech in 1909. Does anyone know if this recording
is genuine?

York Membery
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